
water in the unnamed drainageway and requires plans for the 

elimination of the discharge before the Nacimiento River is 

affected. 

The Regional Water Board order requires that the 

wastewater be treated to surpass the requirements of the 

Department of Health Services for surface 

and where contact is not encouraged. The 

of the area and the National Guard issues 

water contamination to troops on training 

waters with limited use 

order requires posting 

warnings of potential 

maneuvers in the 

vicinity of the drainageway. Thus, the order is consistent with 

public health guidelines and all reasonable efforts are being 

taken to minimize direct contact. 

The record is not entirely clear concerning how much 

contact the people while training at the Camp Roberts facility l - 
are likely to have with the unnamed drainageway. There is 

testimony in the record from National Guard representatives that 

the area where the unnamed drainageway is located is remote and 

is not used or visited regularly. The concern of the National 

Guard representatives seems to be related to the fact that, as 

the community around Heritage Ranch continues to grow and the 

amount of the discharge continues .to increase, the day is 

approaching when the 

on a regular basis. 

concern was to force 

wastewater will enter the Nacimiento River 

They specifically stated that their main 

Heritage Ranch to find another point of 

discharge that will not affect Camp Roberts before those impacts 

to the river begin to occur. 

4. 



Given this central concern, the requirement in the 
- 

Regional Water Board order that Heritage Ranch "shall investigate 

alternatives for reducing potential body contact with the 

discharge by Camp Roberts personnel" is entirely appropriate. A 

progress report was required one year after the permit was 

adopted and a final report is due on August 1, 1993. Again, we 

find this to be a reasonable requirement in light of all the 

circumstances. It was the progress report that identified the 

golf course alternative and discussed the efforts to bring that 

about. Should construction of the golf course prove to be 

infeasible, we assume the Regional Water Board will ensure that 

Heritage Ranch makes other arrangements to comply with the order. 

Throughout the record we find evidence of a strong 

correlation between what the National Guard says it wants and 

what the Regional Water Board has required. Everyone involved 

seems to agree that something must be done about the Heritage 

Ranch discharge before it grows large enough to flow into the 

Nacimiento River on a regular basis. The National Guard has 

requested a solution, the Regional Water Board has ordered an 

investigation, and Heritage Ranch is trying to plan a golf course 

on which the wastewater would be beneficially reused. 

III. CONCLUSION 

The Regional Water Board has taken all reasonable steps 

to assure that the occasional contact between the troops training 

at Camp Roberts 

0 
will not result 

and the wastewater in the unnamed 

in health problems. The Regional 

5. 

drainageway 

Water Board has 



also directed the discharger to take 

alternative to the current discharge 

flows into the Nacimiento River on a 

reasonable steps to find an 

point before the wastewater 

regular basis. 

IV. ORDER 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the Regional Water Board 

Waste Discharge Requirements Order No. 91-10 is affirmed and the 

petition is dismissed. 

CERTIFICATION 

The undersigned, Administrative Assistant to the Board, 
does hereby certify that the.foregoing is a full, true, and 
correct copy of an order duly and regularly adopted at a meeting 
of the State Water Resources Control Board held on 
April 27, 1993. 

AYE: 

NO: 

ABSENT: 

ABSTAIN: 

John Caffrey 
Marc Del Piero 
James M. Stubchaer 

None 

None 

None 

Adminis&ative Assistant to the Board 


